Abstract
Introduction
Groove pancreatitis is a rarer form of chronic pancreatitis, which affects the "groove" -a well defined area between the pancreatic head, duodenal wall and the common bile duct. It is more frequent in men with alcohol intake, with ages between 40-50 years old.
Groove pancreatitis can be a challenging diagnosis, often with a pseudotumor aspect, 
Case presentation
We present the case of a male patient, aged This entity has been first described by Becker i n 1 9 7 3 , w i t h t h e G e rm a n n a m e o f "Rinnenpankreatitis", and the term of groove pancreatitis has been elaborated by Stolte et al. in 1982 . Because this kind of pathology is rare, the incidence of it is unknown . 
The pathogenesis remains unclear, alcohol remaining the main risk factor. One of the most involved mechanisms is the alteration of pancreatic secretion at the level of S a n t o r i n i d u c t d u e t o t h e e t h a n o l aggressiveness. Other causes involved in the etiology of this pathology could be Brunner glands hyperplasia, ectopic pancreas, duodenal cystic dystrophy .
(9,10,11,12,13)
Clinical cases
Groove pancreatitis affects mainly male patients with drinking behaviour.
The main symptoms are abdominal pain, early satiety, feelings of nausea and vomiting. These symptoms can last from a couple of weeks to more than a year until
e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e d i a g n o s i s . T h e l a b
p a r a m e t e r s c a n re v e a l i n c re a s e s o f pancreatic enzymes and occasionally of hepatic enzymes. The tumoral markers can be seldom increased . (14) The diagnosis of groove pancreatitis can frequently be interpreted as a pancreatic 
Conclusions
Groove pancreatitis remains a rare entity of chronic pancreatitis, being at the same time a cause of recurrent acute pancreatitis. It requires a differential diagnosis with pancreatic adenocarcinoma, often this aspect 
